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[bookmark: A_71]Reading 7.1. Indian Tribes: A Continuing Quest for Survival (pp. 469-476)
U.S. Commission on Human Rights

1. What are some of the differences between American Indian civil rights movements and the civil rights movements of other U.S. minorities? 

2. Describe the racial factor that must be considered in the development of a civil rights framework for American Indians. 

3. What has been the consequence of racism toward American Indians, especially in terms of the U.S. government’s treatment of and attitude toward American Indian communities? 



[bookmark: B_72]Reading 7.2. An Act for the Better Ordering and Governing of Negroes and Slaves, South Carolina, 1712 (pp. 482-486)

1. Locate what you think is the most significant passage in the Act and unpack it.  What does the law declare?  What is it attempting to “better order”? 

2. Reread Section XII.  What are the central concerns?  What do these reveal about the naturalized misconception that slaves did not challenge the structures of slavery? 




[bookmark: C_73]Reading 7.3. The “Three-Fifths Compromise” (p. 487)
The U.S. Constitution, Article I, Section 2 

1. The short introduction to this reading notes that Article I, Section 2 of the U.S. Constitution establishes for slave owners three-fifths representation for their slaves.  Reflect on the significance of the Compromise and its role in a founding document of the United States government. 




[bookmark: D_74]Reading 7.4. An Act Prohibiting the Teaching of Slaves to Read (p. 488)

1. Why was it important to prohibit “the teaching of slaves to read and write”? 

2. How do you account the difference in sentencing and punishment between a “white man or woman” and a “person of color” accused of the same crime--assisting slaves in reading and writing? 




[bookmark: E_75]Reading 7.5. Declaration of Sentiments and Resolutions, Seneca Falls Convention, 1848 (pp. 489-492)

1. As the introduction states, a model for this document was the Declaration of Independence.  Locate a passage that appropriates the language of the Declaration of Independence and briefly comment on the effect of reframing it for woman’s rights. 

2. According to the Declaration of Sentiments,, what are the “repeated injuries and usurpations on the part of man toward women”?

[bookmark: G_77]
Reading 7.7. People v. Hall, 1854 (pp. 493-494)

1. As stated in the document, what is the main “point involved in this case”? 

2. How does the Court determine the legitimacy of this point? 

3. Reread and comment on the passages discussing race in this document.  Pay close attention to the phrases “shade of color,” “white blood,” and “human species.”  What is this document attempting to construct? 





[bookmark: H_78]Reading 7.8. Dred Scott v. Sanford, 1857 (pp. 495-498)

1. According to the Dred Scott v. Sanford, what is the central problem before the Court?

2. Why does the Court decide that the famous self-evident “truths” of the Declaration of Independence do not apply to the “African race”? 

3. What is the Court’s final decision in the case of Dred Scott v. Sanford? 



[bookmark: J_710]Reading 7.10. United States Constitution: Thirteenth (1865), Fourteenth (1868), and Fifteenth (1870) Amendments (pp. 501-502)

1. What does Amendment XIII (1865) establish? 

2. Are there special exceptions to the new laws on slavery and involuntary servitude, as stated in Amendment XIII?

3. What does Amendment XIV (1868) establish? 

4. What does Amendment XV (1870) establish? 



[bookmark: O_715]Reading 7.15. Elk v. Wilkins, November 3, 1884 (pp. 514-515)

1. What question does Elk v. Wilkins (1884) put before the Court? 

2. What does this case reveal about the nature of citizenship in the United States? 



[bookmark: P_716]Reading 7.16. Plessy v.Furguson, 1896 (pp. 516-518)

1. What Constitutional issue does Plessyv. Ferguson (1896) put before the Court? 

2. On what grounds does the Court reject Plessy’s proposition that the racial makeup of public space and services should be regulated by the government? 




[bookmark: Q_717]Reading 7.17. United States Constitution: Nineteenth Amendment (1920) (p. 519)

1. What does Amendment XIX protect? 



[bookmark: S_719]Reading 7.19. Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka, 1954 (pp. 523-527)

1. What central concern does Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka (1954) bring before the Court? 

2. What is the plaintiffs’ contention regarding the nature of the U.S. segregated school system? 

3. How does the Supreme Court determine that “separate but equal” does in fact violate the U.S. Constitution? 




[bookmark: U_721]Reading 7.21. The Equal Rights Amendment (Defeated) (p. 529)

1. When was this Amendment first introduced?  Why was it defeated? 
